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TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prep tion

FROM: PATRICK A.
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Basilia Vazquez v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 467 564

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Basilia Vazquez v. County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles
Superior Court Case No. BC 467 564, in the amount of $235,000 plus waiver of
the hospital bills in the estimated amount of $20,307 and instruct the Auditor-
Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the Department of
Health Services' budget.

This medical negligence lawsuit arises from injuries sustained for care and
treatment received by a patient while hospitalized at the LAC+USC Medical
Center.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

HOA923262.1

Basilia Vazquez v. County of
Los Angeles

BC 467564

Los Angeles Superior Court -
Central

August 15, 2011

Department of Health Services

$235,000, plus waiver of the
hospi#ai bill in the estimated
amount of $20,307

Douglas A. Rochen, Esq.
Kabateck Brown Kellner, LLP

Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

On August 11, 2010, Basilic
Vazquez, a 32-year-ald female,
underwent an endoscopic
procedure at LAC+USC Medical
Center ("LAC+USC") to remove
her gallbladders#ones.

On August 15, 2010, she returned
to LAC~-USC with complaints of
fever and nausea. It was
discovered that her small intestine
had been injured, probably during
the August 11, 2010, endoscopic
procedure. The L.AC+USC sfaff
immediately repaired the intestinal
injury, and Ms. Vazquez
recovered.



Basilic Vazquez brought a medical
malpractice lawsuit against the
County of Los Angeles claiming
that the LAC+USC staff were
negligent in performing the
August 11, 2010, procedure.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $65,462

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.923262.1

$11,315



Case {Name: Vazquez,. Basi{ia

3 '~= `~.~:Sut~,iriary~:Carr~~iu~:~ ~[~ti+~r~=vP~' ~ ~ ~ ~ Y•;:..-

The intent of this form is to assist de~aartments in writing a corrective action plan summary for attachment

to the settlement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Las Angeles

Claims Board. The summary should be a specific o~eiview of the claimsAawsuits' identified root causes

and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible partY7. This summary doss not replace the

Cottective Action Plan form. !f there Es a ques4on related to confiden6a~ity, please consult

County Counsel.

bate of incidenf/evenfi ~8/11/2~10

Briefly provide a descfFption On August 11,2010, Basilia Vazquez, a 32-year -oki female, undenHent

of the incidentJevent: aR endoseopic procedure at LACfUSC Medical Center {"LAC+CSC"} to

remove her gallbladder stones.

On August t5, 2010 she returned to LAC+USC with complaints of foyer

ancf nausea. {t was discovered that her small intestine had been injured,

probably during the August 11~p10 ersdoscap[c procedure. Tt~

LAC+USC staff immediately repaired the infestlnal injury, and Ms.

Vazquez recovered.

Basitia Vazquez brought a medical malpractice Eawsuit against the

County of E.os Angeie claiming that the lAC+t}SC staff were negligent in

performing the August 11,2010 procedure.

1. Briefly describe the ~oo~asels) of the daimltawsuit:

Bowel injury related to abdominal surgery.

2. Briefly describe recommended corr'eetive acfions:
{fnelude eadl Cottective aetlan, due dote, responsible party, and eny disciplinary actions ~ appr

opriate)

• The #aciAty revised and improved their praesses related fa the management of patients

following gastroe~teroloc~y procedures and tracKing revisions to ordered radiotagrcaf exams.

• Tl~e facility provided educaticmn regarding the managemeaf of fluid output from gas6~ointestinal

tutaes.
• QIPS evaluated fire process to place at a~licabfe DHS facilities for the management of

gastrotniestlna! stems and notffjring ordering clinicians of subsequent revisions tv requested

• radio~gical exams. A!l appAcab4e DFfS facilitles have a process in place for managing

gastrointestinal stenfs. Alt applicable DHS facilities have, or are in the course of de~eioping, a

process for carnmunicating ct~enges to ordered radiological exams.



County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3. State ~f the CorreCkve actions are applicable to oNy yourdepartment or other County dep
artrnenfs:

pf w~,cure, please eontaa the Chief Executive office Risk Management torass+stance)

Q Potent~atly #ins Couniy-wide implications.

❑ PotentiaiEy bas an implication fo ofher departments {i.e., aii human services, a!f safety

depar#ments, or one or more other departtnnents~.

X Does not appear to have County-wide or other department impiicadons.

N8ti1@: (R~sk Manag t Co atorj
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